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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

DONNA MELZER,
Appellant, Case No.: SC19-1993

V.

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, et al.

Appellees. /

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF

The First Amendment Foundation, Inc., hereby provides notice pursuant to
Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.370(d) of its intent to file an amicus curiae
brief in support of the Appellant should the Court accept jurisdiction.

The Foundation was created to advocate for the public’s interest in free
speech, free press, and open government. The protection of the constitutional right
of access to open government serves our most basic constitutional values. To that
end, the Foundation has an ongoing stake in ensuring such laws remain robust and
are not abused by governmental entities.

This case presents the Court with important issues regarding the right of the
public’s access to records of official government business, pursuant to the Florida
Constitution and Chapters 119 and 286 of the Florida Statutes (also known as the
Sunshine Laws). The Foundation expects to assist the Court by addressing the
interplay between the need for constitutionally-based government transparency, on

the one hand, and the mediation privilege, on the other.
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Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Dean A. Morande

Dean A. Morande

Florida Bar No.: 807001

CARLTON FIELDS, P.A.

CityPlace Tower

525 Okeechobee Boulevard, Suite 1200
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Telephone: (561) 659-7070

Facsimile: (561) 659-7368
dmorande(@carltonfields.com (primary)
kcasazza@carltonfields.com (secondary)
wpbect@cfdom.net (secondary)

Counsel for the First Amendment
Foundation, Inc.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing document has been furnished via

electronic mail this 10th day of January, 2020, to:

Richard Grosso

Richard Grosso, P.A.

Mailbox 300

6511 Nova Drive

Davie, Florida 33317
grosso.richard@yahoo.com
Counsel for Everglades Law Center,
Inc. and Maggy Hurchalla

Howard K. Heims

Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Littman, Sherlock & Heims, P.A.
618 East Ocean Boulevard
Stuart, Florida 34994
LSHLawfirm@gmail.com
Counsel for Maggie Hurchalla
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Marcy I. LaHart

4804 SW 48th Street

Gainesville, Florida 32608
marcy(@floridaanimallawyer.com
Counsel for Everglades Law
Center, Inc.

Donna Sutter Melzer

2286 SW Creekside Drive
Palm City, Florida 34990
DonnaSMelzer@gmail.com
Counsel for Donna Melzer
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Daniel Sutter Melzer

P.O. Box 1484

Palm City, Florida 34991
dsmelzer@email.wm.edu
Counsel for Donna Melzer

Daniel W. Bishop, III
Bishop London & Dodds
Suite 200

3701 Bee Cave Road
Austin, Texas 78746
dbishop@bishoplondon.com
Counsel for Lake Point

James W. Sherman

Judith W. Levine

Laura E. Scala-Olympio

South Florida Water
Management District

3301 Gun Club Road, MSC 1410
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
jsherman@sfwmd.gov
Iscalaol@sfwmd.gov
rosorio@sfwmd.gov
litigation@sfwmd.gov

Counsel for South Florida
Management District
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Ethan J. Loeb

Jon P. Tasso

Smolker Bartlett Loeb Hinds &
Sheppard, P.A.

Suite 2050

100 North Tampa Street
Tampa, Florida 33602
EthanL@smolkerbartlett.com
JonT@smolkerbartlett.com
Counsel for Lake Point

Christina Carlson Dodds.
Christina Dodds, PLLC
2506 Hillview Road
Austin, Texas 78703
cdodds6l@gmail.com
Counsel for Lake Point

/s/ Dean A. Morande

Dean A. Morande
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