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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
 

 
   
ADVISORY OPINION TO THE  Case No. SC23-682 
ATTORNEY GENERAL RE:      
ADULT PERSONAL USE OF   
MARIJUANA  
  
_________________________________  

 
OPPONENTS’ JOINT MOTION FOR A 7-DAY EXTENSION  

TO FILE THE REPLY BRIEFS 
 
The opponents of the Adult Personal Use of Marijuana initia-

tive—the Attorney General of Florida, Florida Chamber of Commerce, 

and Drug Free America Foundation—hereby jointly move for a 7-day 

extension for filing their reply briefs. See Fla. R. App. P. 9.300(a). The 

grounds are as follows.  

1. Per this Court’s May 23, 2023 briefing schedule, the oppo-

nents’ reply briefs are due to be filed seven days after the filing of the 

answer briefs. The Attorney General previously requested, and was 

granted, a 2-week extension for filing the initial briefs, making the 

answer briefs due July 19 and reply briefs due July 26.  

2. The sponsor and two other proponents of the initiative 

timely filed their answer briefs on July 19. A fourth proponent, the 

ACLU of Florida, filed its answer brief on July 21. That same day, this 
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Court granted the ACLU’s request to file the brief out of time.  

3. An extension of seven days is warranted for several rea-

sons. First, each opponent has raised a variety of challenges to the 

initiative, and they collectively must reply to responses contained in 

four separate briefs for the proponents of the initiative. 

4. Second, the fourth such brief, filed by the ACLU of Florida, 

was filed two days after the deadline for filing answer briefs. As a 

result, the current deadline gives the opponents just three business 

days to respond to the arguments in that brief. 

5. Third, counsel for each of the opponents have numerous 

other responsibilities during the relevant period. For example, coun-

sel for the Attorney General, apart from having supervisory respon-

sibilities within the Office of the Solicitor General, is the principal 

drafter of two other briefs during that period, including a First Dis-

trict brief (due July 24) concerning a criminal defendant’s federal 

preemption challenge to a state statute, and a Second District en 

banc supplemental brief (due August 2).1  

 
1 The Second District ordered en banc briefing only after counsel 

for the Attorney General moved for the 2-week extension for filing the 
initial briefs, so counsel was unaware of the scheduling conflict. 
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6. A 7-day extension will cause no prejudice. The Court need 

not resolve this advisory opinion case until April 1, 2024, see Art. IV, 

§ 10, Fla. Const., giving the Court eight months from the proposed 

extended deadline of August 2 to conduct oral argument and issue 

its written opinion.  

7. The undersigned has consulted with counsel for the spon-

sor of the citizen initiative, John Bash, who has indicated that the 

sponsor opposes a 7-day extension but does not oppose a 2-day ex-

tension.  

Wherefore, the opponents jointly request that this Court extend 

the time for filing all opponents’ reply briefs by seven days to August 

2, 2023. 
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Dated: July 23, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Jeremy D. Bailie            |   
Jeremy D. Bailie 
(FBN118558) 
Weber, Crabb & Wein, P.A. 
5453 Central Avenue 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 
(727) 828-9919 
Jeremy.Bailie@we-
bercrabb.com 
Secondary: 
carol.sweeney@we-
bercrabb.com 
honey.rechtin@we-
bercrabb.com 
 
Counsel for Opponent, 
Drug Free America Founda-
tion 
 
 

ASHLEY MOODY 
Attorney General 

 
/s/      Jeffrey Paul DeSousa        |         
HENRY C. WHITAKER (FBN1031175) 
Solicitor General 

JEFFREY PAUL DESOUSA (FBN110951)  
DANIEL W. BELL (FBN1008587)  
Chief Deputy Solicitors General 

Office of the Attorney General 
The Capitol, PL-01 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850) 414-3300 
henry.whitaker@myfloridalegal.com 
jeffrey.desousa@myfloridalegal.com 
 
Counsel for Attorney General 
 
/s/ Jessica Slatten    
Alan Lawson 
Florida Bar Number: 709591 
Jason Gonzalez 
Florida Bar Number: 146854 
Jessica Slatten 
Florida Bar Number: 27038 
Lawson Huck Gonzalez, PLLC 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 
320 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 825-4334 
alan@lawsonhuckgonzalez.com 
jason@lawsonhuckgonzalez.com 
jessica@lawsonhuckgonzalez.com 
       
Counsel for Opponent 
Florida Chamber of Commerce 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was served via the 

e-filing portal to the following on this twenty-third day of July 2023: 

Barry Richard 
Barry Richard Law Firm 
101 E. College Ave, Suit 400 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 251-9678 
 
Dan Humphrey 
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART 
& SULLIVAN, LLP 
2601 South Bayshore Dr. 
Suite 1550 
Miami, FL 33133 
(513) 373-7837 
danielhumphrey@quinneman-
uel.com 
 
John Bash 
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART 
& SULLIVAN, LLP 
600 W. 6th St., Suite 2010 
Austin, TX 78701 
(737) 667-6100 
johnbash@quinnemanuel.com 
  
Ellyde R. Thompson  
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART 
& SULLIVAN, LLP 
51 Madison Ave., 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10010 
(212) 849-7344 
ellydethompson@quinneman-
uel.com 

Carlos A. Rey 
The Florida Senate 
The Capitol 
404 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 
(850) 487-5237 
carlos.rey@flsenate.gov 
Counsel to Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo 
 
David Axelman 
Florida House of Representatives 
The Capitol 
402 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300 
(850) 717-5500 
david.axelman@myflorida-
house.gov 
Counsel to Florida House of 
Representatives 
 
Ryan Newman 
Executive Office of the Governor 
State of Florida 
The Capitol 
400 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 
(850) 717-9310 
ryan.newman@eog.myflor-
ida.com 
General Counsel to Governor 
Ron DeSantis 
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Rachel G. Frank 
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART 
& SULLIVAN, LLP 
1300 I St. NW, #900 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 538-8380 
rachelfrank@quinnemanuel.com 
 
Glenn Burhans, Jr. 
Stearns Weaver Miller 
106 E. College Ave. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
(850) 580-7200 
gburhans@stearnsweaver.com 
Counsel for Smart & Safe Florida 
 
 

 
Joseph S. Van de Bogart 
Florida Department of State 
R.A. Gray Building 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
(850) 245-6536 
joseph.vandebogart 

@dos.myflorida.comGeneral  
Counsel to Secretary of 
State Cord Byrd 

/s/ Jeffrey Paul DeSousa 
Chief Deputy Solicitor General 
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