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Proceeding under Rule 1-12.1(f) of the Rules Regulating the 

Florida Bar, the Attorney General of Florida has petitioned the 
Court to adopt a proposed new chapter 22 of those rules.  The 
proposed rule would permit certain state government lawyers to be 
certified as members of The Florida Bar for a period of up to three 
years, without taking the Florida bar examination and applying for 
admission to The Florida Bar.  Having considered the petition, the 
comments filed, and the response to the comments, the Court 
declines to adopt the proposed new chapter.  The Court believes 
that the limited certification program currently outlined in rule 11-
1.9, which requires a certified government lawyer to have applied 
for admission to The Florida Bar and to take the next available bar 
examination, strikes the appropriate balance between 
accommodating the government’s workforce needs and ensuring 
that those authorized to practice law in Florida possess the 
requisite knowledge of Florida law, technical skill, and moral 
character to do so. 
 
MUÑIZ, C.J., and CANADY, LABARGA, COURIEL, GROSSHANS, 
FRANCIS, and SASSO, JJ., concur. 
 
NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING MOTION 
AND, IF FILED, DETERMINED. 
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FLORIDA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DAVID AXELMAN 
JOHN JAMES BAJGER 
SAMANTHA-JOSEPHINE BAKER 
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RYAN DAVID BARACK 
CHRISTOPHER JOHN BAUM 
C. SUZANNE BECHARD 
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JUDY BONE 
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DANE MORRIS DUNSON 
SAMUEL FRANCIS ELLIOTT 
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ANDREW RUBIN FIER 
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JOHN EDDY MORRISON 
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WILLIAM PAFFORD 
CHRISTINE PRATT 
JAMES LEIGH RICHMOND 
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TONJA VICKERS ROOK 
ERIK SAYLER 
ROBERT SCOTT SCHENCK 
JEREMY B. SCOTT 
STACY ANN SCOTT 
ANDREW TAYLOR SHEERAN 
GREGORY SCOTT SLEMP 
KELLY NOEL SMITH 
FOSTER SWARTZ 
ELIZABETH CLARK TARBERT 
ELIZABETH TEEGEN 
EDWARD ALEXANDER TELLECHEA 
MATTHEW AARON TOPLAK 
ROBERT BLAISE TRETTIS 
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RANA MARIE WALLACE 
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JUSTIN GEORGE WOLFE 
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