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ARGUMENT

Petitioner confidently asserts that the Governor “has refused
to perform his duty to fill a vacancy on the Eighth Judicial Circuit
Court” by the constitutionally mandated deadline of August 3,
2025. Petition at 4-5. This is false. In fact, the Governor filled the
vacancy by appointing Judge Kristine Van Vorst on August 1, 2025.
See Appendix (redacted letter of appointment). Accordingly,
Petitioner cannot demonstrate grounds for issuance of the writ. See,
e.g., State ex rel. Dixie Inn v. City of Miami, 24 So. 2d 705, 706 (Fla.
1946) (explaining availability of the writ “to coerce the performance
of official duties where officials charged by law with the
performance of a duty refuse or fail to perform the same.”).

Given the timely appointment, moreover, this unnecessary
mandamus proceeding is moot. See, e.g., Sneed v. Inch, No. SC20-
1603, 2020 WL 6797418, at *1 (Fla. Nov. 19, 2020) (“It appearing
that the First District Court of Appeal has issued a ruling . . . ,
Petitioner’s ‘Emergency Petition for Writ of Mandamus’ is hereby
dismissed as moot.”); Jackson v. State, 2 So. 3d 981 (Fla. 2009)

(table decision) (“It appearing that the Fifth District Court of Appeal



has ruled on the various motions identified by Petitioner and has
ruled on Petitioner’s appeals . . . , the petition for writ
of mandamus is hereby dismissed as moot.”).
CONCLUSION
Governor DeSantis respectfully requests that the Court
dismiss the petition.
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